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 Antonino Caponnetto Antimafia Summit – November 23rd 2013 

 

 

Also this year the summit’s main theme is centered around the fight against all kinds of mafia 

organizations. 

As we continue to follow last year’s theme, as you can see from the summit’s headings, this year we 

wanted to give  a more complex view, a politic and geopolitical view of the problem in order to show the 

cultural evolution of the counter attack techniques against the mafia. 

Being part of the fight against illegality is like being a sport team supporter: the more you support your 

team, the more energy get the team players.  

We don’t have to be like hooligans, even if sometimes we would like to be so, we need however to let our 

team know, the Legal Italy, that we are there for them to give all our support. 

Our players are those boys, those women and those men who are taking care of our safety, even here 

tonight, in this conference room and outside the premises: Police, Carabinieri, Customs Officers. These are 

our guardian angels who commit and have committed their lives to the safety of those people whose life is 

at risk, such as our friends who are here tonight, as every year. 

In a team there aren’t only the players but there are also managers, coaches, such as our President Mr 

Grasso, his collaborators at the Parliament, the sports trainers, such as the Prefect Cirillo and other high 

level figures of Law Enforcement. 

The best way to let our team feel our support is taking up again interest into politics.  

 

We are today in Florence and I humbly quote Nicolò Macchiavelli, who, in one of his treaties, described 

man as a social and sociological animal; I would like to add that the man has to be a political animal, too. 

We are social animals that belong to the Polis, that means we are capable of participating actively to the 

political life.  
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The best way to continue and be the bacterial flora of our Polis is active participation to elections; we have 

to go to vote, it does not matter who you vote for, but you have to take part to the voting process, with a 

critical mind and in full freedom with your own conscience.  

Only this way we will be able to transform in excrement those who afflict our society. 

Let’s get back to today’s theme:  we have to continue and expand the horizons of the fight to the mafia in 

order to have more complex understanding of the situation.  

We often recalled that mafia organizations went through several transformations in terms of strategic 

interests, tactical associations and targets. 

As the globalization process continues, the usual criminal activities are subcontracted to new subjects, local 

organizations, with no decisional poker, found in poor social contexts where deviant behaviors are 

perceived as normal. 

Criminal minds, real multinational criminal organizations, concentrate their interests on more profitable 

activities that are subject of more complex investigations, that are then, at the moment less risky. 

The absence of borders and the supremacy of an economic sovereignty allow illegal transnational 

operations: waste, scum, weapons, drugs, embargo violations, huge international frauds, international 

money laundering, speculation on building constructions. 

The human trade has a relevant importance. 

Unlike some subjects, amongst them also politicians, who suffer from a huge cultural and political 

ignorance, the mafia organizations realized long time ago already that illegal immigration is highly 

profitable. 

There are about 10 Thousand people per month who attempt to reach Europe from Sub Saharan Africa 

solely; out of each one of them it is possible to get from 2 Thousand to 5 Thousand Dollars.  

The mafia entrepreneurship lead to joint ventures between organized crime and jihad terrorism, thus 

putting in serious danger the Western Countries. 

On the other hand, the western world persist in a dull defense of the territory against estimated barbaric 

hordes and thus lose understanding of the phenomenon from an anthropological point of view – migrations 

are unstoppable cyclical phenomenon – and neglect the urgency of helping the lives of other human beings. 

Nonetheless forgetting the economic benefits that could derive. 
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It was estimated that the manufacture sector in Germany is going to need in the next future over 2 million 

workers, and immigrants will help fulfill this work request. In Italy, only this year, immigrants produced at 

least 0.5 GDP, equal to 1,5 Billion Euro. 

I would like to close up asking you all to stand up and to observe a minute of silence to commemorate our 

departed loved ones: Nonno Nino, Pier Luigi, Roberto, Ninnì, Emanuela, Boris, Salvatore, Carlo Alberto and 

all the other countless victims of mafia. I would like to commemorate also those thousands of human 

beings, children, women and men who are swallowed everyday by the sand dunes of the desert and by our 

sea. Lastly, I would like to thank the people of Lampedusa and the people of Sicily in general for their 

merciful help, which proves, at the end of the day, that we stand for legality.  

 

 

A minute of silence, thank you. 

 

 

Florence, 23/11/2013 

 

Claudio Loiodice 

 

 

 

 

 

 


